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Operation Good CheerSM

“Making Christmas wishes come true”

A Christmas Gift Giving Program 
for Children in Foster Care

Child and Family Services of Michigan, Inc. (CFSM), sponsors and 
coordinates Operation Good CheerSM, an entirely volunteer 
Christmas gift-giving program for thousands of children, teens, and 
adults with disabilities in foster care, residential treatment, and group 
homes who might not otherwise share in the joys and fond memories 
of holiday festivities.

In Michigan on any given day, approximately 13,000 children reside in 
foster care until they can be safely returned to their families or other 
permanent setting. Depending upon their family circumstances, it’s 
entirely possible some of these children have never before received 
Christmas gifts. Operation Good CheerSM strives to provide not just 
gifts, but a sense of love and caring, self-importance and 

belonging.
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Celebrating

50years



For its very first effort in 1971, Operation Good CheerSM 
provided gifts to 66 children. Since then, more than 
100,000 children, youth, and adults with disabilities 
have received Christmas gifts through the generosity of 
thousands of volunteers across Michigan. In 2019, the 
program made Christmas memorable for more than 7,100 of 
Michigan’s children and adults in foster care!
 
How it all comes together...

Donor groups and individuals purchase and wrap 

Christmas gifts, fulfilling each child’s “wish list.” 
On the first Friday in December at donor sites, these 
gifts are picked up, loaded, and transported 
by volunteer trucking companies and their drivers 
to Pentastar Aviation at Oakland County 

International Airport in Waterford, MI. There, ground 
crew volunteers unload and sort the gifts according to their 
destinations.

The next day, in the “Spirit of Good Cheer,” volunteer pilots and 
drivers use their aircraft and vehicles to transport thousands 

of gifts to local airports across Michigan. At each airport, 
agency volunteers gather the gifts and deliver them to recipients 
for opening on Christmas morning. 

After the holidays, gift recipients send personalized thank-

you notes to CFSM that are matched to the donors and 
forwarded. 

2020 

will be our 50th year of 
making Christmas wishes 
come true for Michigan 
children in foster care. 

The event dates will be 
Friday, December 4, for gift 

collections and Saturday, 
December 5, for gift 

delivery.
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November 1, 1937 – June 25, 2008

A good friend, mentor, flight instructor, and founder of 
Operation Good CheerSM

In 1971, Taki challenged fellow co-workers at Ford Motor Company to 
do something more meaningful in the spirit of the holidays than merely 
exchanging greeting cards. They responded by giving Taki a small sum of 
money and challenged him to find an appropriate charity. He partnered 
with Child and Family Services of Michigan, Inc., and from those humble 
beginnings grew Operation Good CheerSM and Taki’s lifelong commitment 
to Michigan’s foster children. Today, Operation Good CheerSM provides 
Christmas gifts to over 7,000 children in foster care every year. Annually, 
hundreds of donors, volunteers, trucking companies, drivers, aircraft 
operators and pilots work together to provide Christmas gifts to children 
in foster care throughout the state of Michigan.

In Memorium
CONSTANTINE “TAKI” GEORGE KORTIDIS



Operation Good CheerSM 

began within the Graphics Arts 
Department of Ford Motor Company 

With wish lists of foster children in hand, women 
of the Ford Motor Company’s Graphics Arts 
Department typing group joyfully shopped and 
wrapped gifts, with their packages overflowing the 
company’s supply and mail rooms. The excitement 
was contagious. Soon, the men got involved in 
fulfilling children’s wish lists.

Children reside in foster care across the entire 
state of Michigan, which is why pilot Taki Kortidis 
initially volunteered to fly to the northern Michigan 
locations. He was soon joined by pilot Dave Larson 
to assure gifts made it to their destinations.

Every year, the effort 
drew more and 
more employees 
into volunteering. 
“It was exciting to 
see how everyone 
got involved in 
such a wonderful 
charitable event!” 
remembers Patricia 
Stanton, retired 
computer photo 
typesetter, Ford 
Motor Company.  

2010
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1989

1979

2017
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What a coincidence. I was looking at my logbook last 
night and came across my first Operation Good Cheer 
flight. It was in 1990. A good friend of mine, Dennis 
Pietraz, introduced me to his friend Taki and to OGC, 
and the rest is history.

As you might imagine, there were many years the 
weather was just too bad to fly, so we loaded up the 
car and delivered gifts throughout Southeast Michigan 
and the Thumb—at times, in some rather interesting 
conditions, but we always got the job done. 

In another life, I was chief of the Huntington Woods Volunteer Fire 
Company. During my tenure, the Fire Company adopted a number 
of kids. We’d make a day out of it, with members shopping and then 
meeting at a restaurant for dinner and a wrapping party. It was a total 
group effort and great fun. I have been retired for 19 years now, and 
I’m happy to report the Fire Company crew is still supporting Operation 
Good Cheer. What a great feeling when you plant a seed and are able 
to see it grow.

For me, it was never about the flying as much as it was about the kids. 
I am so fortunate in every aspect of my life that the shopping and the 
sorting on Friday and, yes, even the flying on Saturday was the least 
I could do for people who were dealt some pretty tough blows in life. 
My only wish is that they somehow knew that someone was thinking 
and caring about them.

“

”

Asked to reflect on his experience as a 
volunteer pilot, Doug Conciatu wrote...



Acknowledging the generosity 
of donors and volunteers

We would love to list every single donor, pilot, truck driver 
and volunteer who has supported Operation Good CheerSM 
during its first 50 years, but we don’t have room in this small 
booklet! As a nod to all those generous hearts, we list below 
those who contributed to the 2019 event. 

Thank you, everyone!

In 2019...
Thanks to 79 
foster care 

agencies that 
participated, we 
were able to 
fulfill Christmas 
wishes for 
7,159 foster 

children across 
Michigan—our biggest year ever.

The event began on Friday, December 6, 
2019, at Pentastar Aviation in Waterford, 
MI. Thanks to 290 compassionate 

donor groups and individuals, 
we had the pleasure of unloading 
and sorting 21,477 gifts that 
were transported by 40 volunteer 

trucking companies. 

With beautiful weather as a backdrop 
on Saturday, December 7, 2019, the 
“Spirit of Good Cheer” soared across the 
Michigan skies, with 250 volunteer 

pilots delivering thousands of gifts to 
appointed destinations. The “Spirit of 
Good Cheer” also cruised along Michigan 
highways as our volunteer truck 

drivers drove throughout the day, 
as well, to ensure that every present 
was delivered to participating agencies 
whose staff eagerly awaited their arrival. 

Operation Good 
CheerSM 2019 was a 
great success. We are 
looking forward to 
2020 and celebrating 
50 years with our 
dedicated volunteers, 
donors, pilots, and 
supporters.

14th Ave Cartage
David Abbott
ACC Flint
Larry Adams
Maureen Adams
AGS Automotive
Steven Aird
Ameer Al-jabiri
Alex Arts
All In Tek, Inc.
All Points Transport
Leah Allen
Alliance Shippers
Altair Engineering, Inc.
Gage Altrock
Stephen Ameluxen
American Legion Post 24
Meg Anderson
Michael Anderson
George Andraos
Eric Andrzejak
Daniel & Rose Angelucci
Scott Anttila
Linda Appicelli
Aptiv
Aramark Corporation
Argent Group
Bill Artzberger
Asset Health
Beverly & William Astrop
Robert Astrop
Mary Austin
Axalta Coating Systems
Aaron Babb
Richard Bagasarian, DDS
Jack Bahm
James Bailey
Thad Baker
Joshua Bakker

Christopher Ballard
John Baran
Marianne Barkholz
Austin Barnard-Anderson
Anna Bartosch
Alastair Bastian
Tom Bauer
Christina Baur
Claudia Becker
John Becker
Buster Bedrosian
William Beecroft
Paul Beggs
Craig Beins
Kimberly Bennett
Tom Benoit
Bill Bertrand
Peter Bertsch
Charles Binder
Brian Birchmeier
Henry Black
Black Women Lawyers 

Association of Michigan
Kendra Blackie
Daniel Blair
Christopher Bloch
Greg Bohm
Jose Bonilla
Jessica Bonventre
Jason Borchers
James & Kim Bosko Family
Paul Boucher 
Larry Bowdisk
Dennis Bowdoin
Miles Bowen
Bowman and Brooke LLP
Diane Boze
Phil Bozel
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Alvin Bradford
Mark Bradley
Alan Bradstreet
Donald Brandes
Thomas & Carolyn 

Branigan
Kevin Brennan
Tim Brenner
David Brent
Peter Bridges
Jeff Britt
Nicholas Brockett
Tammy Brodie
Bronner’s CHRISTmas 

Wonderland
Chris Brooks
Dave & Bobbie Brown
Jeanine Brown
Jim Brown
Brown-Campbell Co.
Chris Bryant
Janet Bumbaugh
Shari Bumpers
Bunko Gemz
Larry Buonomo & 

Claudia Geschwid
Ben Bur
Ron Bur
Leo Burke
Dorothy Burns
Kelly Burris
Kirstie Burroughs
Donald Burt
Dorthea Burton
Jason Burton
Michael Burwell
Cheryl Bush



Christopher Gottwald
Gramer Company, LLC
Mark & Florie Grant
Glen Gray
Daniel Green
Ally Greenblatt 
Dean Greenblatt
Kate Greenblatt
Easton Grimm
Jason Grimm
Stephen Gross
Group Five Management Co.
The Gunns Family
Kenneth Gutelius
Gym America Gymnastics
David Haak
Christine Hackem
David Hackem
David & Jennifer Hale
Shawn Haley
Matthew Hall
Tami Hames
Hanon Systems USA, LLC
Herb Harney
Heather Harrelson
Erika Harris
Timothy Harris
Joseph Hass
David Hast
Shelby Hastings
HDOP Floral Creations
Health Call of Detroit
Hearing Consultants, Inc.
Greg Hemingway
Robert Henderson
Catherine Henning
Henry Ford Allegiance 

Cardiorthoracic Surgery
Henry Ford Canton Medical 

Center
Henry Ford Medical Center 

– Plymouth
Scott & Heather Hensler
Jon Herek
Mark Herman
Hertz Schram, PC
Gary Hess
Tammy Heuer
Hewlett Family
Hillside Middle School – 

8th Grade
Jeff Hodges
Stephen & Tamara Holder
Melinda Holliday
Holt Senior Care & Rehab 

Center
Horizon Freight Systems
Horizon Lines
Eva Huang
James Huber
Raymond Huckleberry
David Huiskens
Warren Huisman
Devon Hull
Ryan Hummel
Huntington Woods 

Volunteer Co.
Huntsman Polyurethanes
Jason Hurd
Hyde Family

Ford Motor Company – 
Sustainability Group

Ford Motor Company – 
VOME

Ford Motor Company – 
World Headquarters

Ford Motor Company Fund
Ford Motor Credit 

Company
Carlo Forest
Frank Forner
Joe Fortman
Danny Foxx
Kyle Franklin
Jeff Franks
Damion Frasier
Edward Fredrick
Mike Freeman
Vickie Frenzke
Mark & Carolyn Friend
James & Janice Fry
Mark Fuller
Jeff Gallant
Manuel Garcia
Tom Garvale
Jessica Gatten
Jennifer Gauthier
Monica Gedris
General Motors
General Motors – 

Engineering Group
General Motors – Global 

Product Group
Keith Gibbs
Travis Giddings
Caitlin Gigante
Gordon Gilchrist
Jason Gillman
Jim Giordano
Girl Scout Troop 30568
Girl Scout Troop 72786
Girl Scout Troop 76988
Guy Gismondi
Dennis Glaeser
Global Transportation 

Management (GTM)
Sriram Gogineni
Shahar Golan
Cathy Gonzalez

Delta Dental of Michigan – 
Group Administration

Delta Dental Plan of 
Michigan, Human 
Resources

Suzana Dema
Detroit Athletic Club
Detroit Metro Air Traffic 

Controllers & Staff
Devereaux Family
DFCU Financial
George Dimovski
David Dix
Christine Donlon
Bruce Douglass
Gary Doyle
Tim Draeger
Kathy Drake
DriverSource
Clayton Dryfuse
DSV
DTE Energy – Ann Arbor 

Office
DTE Energy Headquarters
DTE Energy Technical 

Training Center
Ann & Denny Duchene
Bruce Dunbar
Patrick Dunigan II
Tom Dunk
Jill Dworin
Chris Dzbanski
Gina Ebner
Robert Eger
Barbara Eglinton
Duane Eidenier
Jeffrey Ellerholz
Gregg Elliott
Holly Ellis
Mike & Sarah Ellsworth
Tim Engelsma
Daniel English
EPA NVFEL
Carol Erickson
Nicholas Ettinger
Linda Eurich-Murphy
Evans Distribution
Experimental Aircraft 

Assoc., Chapter 113

Kathy Butler
Bill Bye
C Mac Transportation
C&S Engineers, Inc.
Doug Campbell
Iesha Campbell
Canton Congress
Capital Title Insurance 

Agency/ Real Estate One
Capital Urological 

Associates
Chris Capoccia
Cardinal Health
Nina Carlson
Paul Carlson
Laurie Carpenter
Ann Carrier
Jeff Carroll
Morgan Carstensen
Ben Carter
Tracy Cassady
Certified Alignment
Justin Cesler
Steven Chait
Trug Chappell
The Chelian Family
Chemtrend Ltd
Huong Chim
Christopher Chin
Civil Air Patrol – GLR-

MI-238
Clark Construction 

Company
Susan Clausen
Richard & Molly Close
Commercial Freight 

Services
Commercial Landscape
Commonwealth Associates, 

Inc.
David Compo
Rick Compton
Douglas Conciatu & 
	 Marla Smith
Bob Connely
Bryan Conroy
Costco
Margaret Costigan
Chris Covetz
Crain Communications, Inc.
Cranbrook School
Crane Worldwide Logistics
Christina Crawford
Donna Crawley
Sunday Creech
Michael Cruz
CTI and Associates
Cub Scout Pack 1640
Kirk Curtiss
Janice Cutting
CYNBA International
Dakota Lines
Dart Container – MTM 

Group
Dart Container Corporation
Day-Ross USA
DBI Business Interiors
Dean Watkins
John DeCarli
David DeFroy

2002
4,200 children with

32 agencies
received gifts

thanks to the generosity of....

118 donor groups

15 trucking companies

140 pilots
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David Fatell
Faygo Beverages, Inc.
Federal Credit Union
Joshua Feldkamp
Paul Feldman
The Financial Center, LLC
Daniel Findling
Tim & Marilyn Fino
First United Methodist 

Church of Farmington

2011
4,589 children with 

48 agencies
received gifts

thanks to the generosity of....

273 donor groups 

17 trucking companies

18 airports

Tricia Fitzsimons
Fives Cinetic Corp
Ronald Flachs
Floyd, Inc.
Darryl Folding
Gregory Forbes
Ford – VEV
Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company – 

Bldg 5
Ford Motor Company – iTek 

Center
Ford Motor Company – 

Livonia
Ford Motor Company – 

METS
Ford Motor Company – 

PDC, BLD1-2
Ford Motor Company – 

Predictive Analytics 
Engineering Team

Ford Motor Company – RCB



Lisa Marra
David Marschke
Marsh
Bob Martin
Stephen Martin
Martinea International
Carol Mason
Keith Masserang
Matrix Expedited Service
Jeff Matte
John Maxfield
Mike Mazer
Michael & Heather 

McConnell
Michelle McCormick
Lauri & Jim McDaniels
Dave McDonald
Delaney McKinley
Josh McWilliams
Mead & Hunt, Inc.
Meijer, Inc
Member Driven 

Technologies
Memtech Acoustical, LLC
Jeff Mertz
Mark Meuwizzen
MFC Netform
MIAT College of Technology
Michigan Helicopter 

Association
Michigan Manufacturers 

Association
Michigan Money 

Management
Michigan Trucking 

Association
Nicole Middleton
Midwest Freight System
Bryan Mihelich
Matthew Miller
Mike Miller
Amy Milligan
Joe Mills

Paul Leonard
LEONI Cable, Inc.
Jocelyn Levin
Jack Lewis
Ronald Leyder, DDS
Julie Liberti
Lifecourse Epidemiology & 

Genomics Division
Livingston ESA Pilot Ground 

School Program
Load One Transport

Jennifer Hynes & 
	 Steve Rudelic
Nicolette Hysni
Suzanne & Bryan Iannuzzi
Independence Village of 

White Lake
Inteva Products
Kallee Iverson
Jan Ives
Jackson National Life 

Insurance Company
Dean Johnson
TJ Johnson
Francisco Jones
Tracy Jones
The Jost Family
Jeffrey Kadans
Ryan Kadlec
Joe Kandra
Kevin Karson
Dawn Kauffman
Eric Kaufman
John Kean
Melinda Kedrow-Flynn
Lindsay Keebaugh
Patrick Keenan
Benjamin Keider
Ron Keil
Cassie Keller
Scott Kennedy
Julie Kern
Fazal Khan
Seth Killian
Kathleen King
Euel Kinsey
Sue Kinsey
Sandra Kinsler
Sarah Kiraly
Kurt Klinker
Phoebe Klinski
Sandra Knight
Knights of Columbus 

Council #13319
Terry Kohler
Bob Komjathy
Tessa Kosal
Jennifer Kosarka
Kosma Enterprises
Kirt Kostich
J. Kovalik
Mark Kozak
Gary Kremers
Kroger Co. of Michigan
Ray Krom
Suzy Kryanowicz
Donna Kucera
Susan Kuntzman
Mitchell Kunz
Chris Kuyoth
Katelyn Lalinsky
Robert Lambert
Raymond Landes
Lansing State Journal
Patty & Gwen Larson
John & Dawn Laskey
Richard Lawrenec
John Laws
Audra Leadmon
Don Lee
Leo Burnett Detroit

1993
1,789 children with 

19 agencies
received gifts

thanks to the generosity of....

34 donor groups
4 trucking companies

15 airports
36 pilots

Benjamin & Sarah Minshall
Angie Miruzzi-Cooney
Stephanie Mlynarczyk
Ariel Moore
Michael Moore
Jason Morford
Roch Morin
Elizabeth Morris
Jeff Morrison
Don Morrow
Chad Mosher
Mary Moylan
MSA Delivery
MSA Livingston 14U
MSU – Telecom Systems
Jeff Muehl
Jesslyn Murray
Trisha Muscat
Naga Sailaja Bandaru & 

Prashanth Diddi
Stephen Nechvatal
Doug Neff
Robert Newell
Larry Nichols
Kathy Nolen
Norfolk Southern Foundation
Northland Family Planning
Northville High School – 

Good Cheer Club
Dan Noyes
Allen Numerick
Bianca Nunn
Lindsey O’Bryan
Thomas O’Reilly
Sean O’Sullivan
Oakland County Corporation 

Counsel
Oakland County Economic 

Development
Oakland County FOC
Oakland County Friend of 

the Court – Team II
Oakland County Government
Oakland County 

International Airport
Oakland County Juvenile 

Protection
Oakleaf Model A Club
Office Depot
Heather Oleszkowicz
Debbie Oliver
One Magnify
George Opie
John Orme
Jay Orwin
Alec Ostafin
Roxanne Ostrowski
Phil Otte
Lisa Paine
Danielle Paniccia
Kristen Parker
Pam Parowski
Fabian Patino
Kathleen Pattison
Ryley Pavlawk
Dianne Pawlowicz
Mike Pelzer
Penske Jet, Inc.
Penske/ACC
Pentastar Aviation
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Barry Loucks
Joseph Lounsbury
Lowe’s of Commerce 

Township
Kayla Lowry
Arnie & Rae Luallen
Megan Ludwig
Jennifer Lundgren
Terry Lutz
Lutz Family
Kathleen MacDonald
Mark Machowicz
Macomb County Juvenile 

Justice Center School
Susie Mahoney
Tasha Mallett
Vanessa Mandell
Harry Manvel
Benjamin Marhofer
Maria Montessori Center
Jose Daniel Marino
Mark-Pack, Inc.
Chip Marks



Pepper Hamilton, LLP
Michael Perry
Alan Peterson
Ben & Amy Peterson
David Pflum
Daniel Phillips
Kaylee Phillips
Helene Phillips & 
	 Paul Zerkel
Pi Innovo
Douglas Pickett
Gabriel Pillen
Matthew Pillsbury
The Pincheck Family
Noemi Pineiro
Mike Pipia
Michelle Pirkola
Alicia Pitcher
Walt & Laura Plentis
Plunkett Cooney
Carolina Pluszczynski
Plymouth-Canton Civitan 

Club
PNP Transportation
Stan Politowicz
Walt Polleiner
Al Pond
Fred Pond
Portland District Library
Steven M. Potter, PC
William & Karen Poulos
Kelly Poupard
Kevin Pratt
Lisa Pratt
Preferred Avionics
Pronto Freight Ways
Jessica Prost
Brad Pugh
Deanna Pyle
Quicken Loans
Quinn IP Law
The Raden Family
Bob Redner
Crystal Reid
Kirsten Reid
Michael Renda
William Rhodes
Mark Ricci
Jeffrey & Leanne Richards
Carson Ricks
Robert Rivard
Riverview Community High 

School – E.G.A.D. Club & 
ART SMART

Kristi Robinson
Robo Rangers Robotics 

Team – East Hills MS
Chuck Rogers
Robert Rose
Cheryl Ross
Mike Roth
RPT Realty
Mike & Jennifer Rumple
Cindy Rutyna
Ryder Integrated Logistics
Mechele Ryska

Jose & Miranda Sanchez
Tom Sapelak
Daniel Schiffer
Schiffer Mason Contractors, 

Inc.
Kelci Schock
Schofield Transport & 

Logistics
James Schrocl
Carl E. Schultz
James Schumaker
Michael Schup
Steve & Debbie Schwab
The Scianna Family
Kai Scott
Tim Scott
Mike Scovel
Scott Sedam
Aaron Sedine
Steven Seidman
Amanda Serverino
Michael & Glenda Settle
Christine Seychel & 
	 Sarena Massa
Madison Seymour
Patti Shafer
Prachi & Jigar Shah
Julie Shea
Stephanie Short
Jenny Shu
Tor Shwayder
Lloyd Silberman
Dan Silvers
Simplified Tax & Accounting
Charles Simpson
Holly Simpson
Sisters of “The Park”
Michael Skaglin
Jeffrey Slutz
Kimberley Smallwood
Bruce Smith
DeJuana Smith
Dennis & Sharon Smith
Greg Smith
Mike Smith
Barbara Solms
Sommers Schwartz, PC
John Sorensen
Jennifer Sornig
Ryan Speece
St. Timothy Presbyterian 

Church
The Stahl Family
Katarzyna Stala
Ron Staley
Dave Stamp
Sean Stannard
Stannard & Studt Dentistry
Star Touring & Riding 

Chapter 317
Tim Stark
SteelPro
The Steffes Family
Tom Stepp
Donna Stevens & Family
Perry Steward

Anamaria Tet
The Williams Family
Claudia Therrien
Randy Thomas
Jordan Thompson
Rick Thompson
Stewart Thornhill
Ashley Thornton
Mary Thornton
Tom Tompkins
Transwestern
Triple Crown
Julie Tuck
Lauren Tunison
John Turnbull
Darrel Tuttle
Two Men & A Truck
John Ugo
Universal Intermodal 

Services
Suzanne Upmeyer
UPS
Siavash Vala
Brian Van Wagnen
David VanderVeen
Scott VanderVeen, DDS
Daniel VanDyke
John Vanek
Kim VanElslander & 
	 John Francis

VanHoutteghem Family
Varroc Lighting Systems
Monta Vasovski
Denise Verbeke
Vertafore
Mike Vetter
Ty Vickerman
Victoria Meadows
Visteon Corporation
Chelsea Vitale
Karl Vogelheim
Julie Voiles
Justin Von Linasowe
Voyager Express
WABCO Team
Arlene Waggoner
Nancy Waggoner
John Wagner
Rob Wagner
Wallenius Wilhelmsen 

Logistics
Suzanne Walls
Walmart
Walmart Foundation
Michael Walraven
Elizabeth Ware
Gordon Warshaw
Cliff Watson
Carl & Linda Wayer
Andrew Weaver
Don Weaver
Webelos 2 Haslett Pack #265
Megan Weigl
Cody Welch
Susan Wendecker
Cierra Wesley
Michael Wetherbee
Mark Whatley
Andrew Whiteside
Wierzbowski Family
Carla Willett
Sue Willliams
Barry Winfree
Randy Winn
James Wise
Stephanie Witgen
Pam Witte
Walter Wojtkowski
Cameron Wold
Dirk Wolf
Jessica Wolverton
Women in the Neighborhood
Tommy Woycik
Sean Wright
Tony Wright
Xenith, LLC
XPO Logistics
XPO/Con Way
Reed Yarima
Zal Gaz Grotto
Anthony Zarinnia
Zausmer, PC
Zeal Credit Union
Kevin Zelenka
William Zichicho

1984
353 children with

13 agencies

received gifts

thanks to the generosity of....

8 airports

8 pilots
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Eric Stoddart
Carly Stone
Larry Stopczynski
Studio 9 Salon
David Sullivan
Gerald Sumiec
Sumitomo Wiring Systems 

(USA) Inc.
Sundance Beverage Co.
Superior Global Logistics
Sweetland Transport Inc
Sally Swenson
Swift Transportation
Douglas Sytsma
T.M. Shea Products, Inc.
Dejarnay Tabscott
Meracle Tanksley
Target Stores
Suzie Targosz
Tim & Kathy Tarhanick
Ken Tarter
Suat Tastekin
Taubman Ventures 

Management
Adam Taylor
Andrew Taylor
Riley Taylor
Sarah Terlikowski
Sedeal Terry
Giovanna & Patrick Tessmer

We are grateful to our generous pilots, volunteers, and donors and wish to be as accurate as possible. 
If your name is missing or a mistake has been made, please contact sherry@cfsm.org so that we can update our records. Thank you.

 



How you can help 
Operation Good CheerSM

Sponsor a child 

• As many as 7,000 children will need donors
each year.

• Each child may be sponsored by an
individual donor or by a donor group such as
a family or company.

• Your generosity benefits a child who will
show their appreciation with a thank-you
note.

Volunteer

• Volunteer pilots and truck drivers are
needed to fly and transport gifts across
the state for the “Spirit of Good Cheer”
distribution.

• Volunteers are needed for the ground crews
in December.

Give 

• Consider donating much-needed supplies—
wrapping paper, tape, or clear plastic bags.

• Monetary donations for Operation Good
CheerSM are accepted throughout the year.

Contact 

• Contact CFSM if you would like to sponsor a
child, pilot a flight, transport gifts, or donate
supplies or funds! Visit www.cfsm.org and
look for the Operation Good Cheer tab.

The Children’s 
Entitlement Fund

The Children’s Entitlement Fund (CEF) was 
developed to bridge the gap between provisions 
provided by the State of Michigan for children 
in foster care or kinship care and the actual 
needs which shape, influence, and promote a 
healthy, happy life for children in care. Through 
partnerships with multiple agencies, The 
Children’s Entitlement Fund provides enriching 
and sustaining items and activities for children in 
care that might otherwise be unavailable to them. 

Life sustaining items can improve quality of life; 
examples include orthodontic work, ramps or 
handicapped accessible equipment, specialized 
formula and supplements for infants, and even 
advanced optical options for a child.   

Enrichment activities for children in care are 
equally valuable. Participation in the school band, 
going to summer/sports camp, or even receiving 
tutoring services can have a lasting positive effect 
on a child’s life through heightened self-esteem, 
happiness, and optimism. 

This restricted fund relies entirely on donations. 
With help from generous individuals and 
companies, CEF aims to enrich the lives of foster 
children for many years to come.

Learn more at https://www.cfsm.org/c-e-f.
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Child and Family Services of Michigan, Inc. 
PO Box 27095

Lansing, MI 48909-7095

517-349-6226

www.cfsm.org

To learn more and see the excitement surrounding Operation Good CheerSM, 
check out Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/Operation-Good-Cheer-116858763609/

is a private, statewide, nonsectarian, 
nonprofit organization that originated in 1891 as the Michigan Arm of the 
American Education Association. For nearly 130 years, CFSM has provided 
quality social services through member agencies across the state of 
Michigan. 

As a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, your donation is tax deductible as 
allowed by law. 

Thank you for your consideration in our mission and service to Michigan 
children in foster care. For more information, please contact our office 
or visit www.cfsm.org and look for the Operation Good Cheer tab.




